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From Nana’s Back Porch: Famous American Sojourner Truth 
 
Hello, this is Nana from my back porch. Thank you for joining me today. 
You are all artists! 
 
Hello, this is Nana. And welcome. We're going to be speaking about one of 
America's most iconic women. Now, I know that sometimes you might think 
that I use the word iconic a lot. And in fact, I think I do, because we are so 
fortunate in this country to have important and iconic men and women. And 
today I want to recognize Sojourner Truth. 
 
Sojourner was born with a different name. Her name was Isabella Bomfree. 
She later changed her name because she believed that God had told her to 
travel and speak the truth about slavery. Sojourner had a tall masculine 
looking figure. She was almost six feet tall and she spoke in a deep, 
guttural, powerful voice that made people think she was a man and was 
masquerading as a woman. 
 
She could neither read nor write, but she took her grandson with her on her 
lecturing tours to attend to her business affairs. She knew many prominent 
folks. Her favorite statesman was Abraham Lincoln. He listened to her and 
would think about what she had to say. Her narratives and inscriptions 
judge their characters well. 
 
The object of her traveling was to fight for rights and to obtain names on a 
petition, which she intended to present to the government, actually to 
congress, asking that a portion of public lands be set aside for the 
establishment of a colony where Negro youth could be educated. 
 
During the civil war, she recruited black soldiers to fight for the unit. Her 
fight to end slavery made her an important leader. Her stories and 
speeches helped people to realize how immoral slavery was and how it 
must be stopped. She became one of the first in a group of women 
inducted into the National Women's Hall of Fame. 
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In the You ARE an ARTiST Clubhouse, enjoy: 

 Video Art Lessons  

Instant access to a library of 700+ video art lessons for all ages plus the upcoming schedule 
of live lessons.  

 Art Lesson Calendar 

Just click and enjoy! We make it super easy with fun lessons to fill each month on the 
calendar. 

 I Drew It Then I Knew It - Coordinate with Your Curriculum 

Use our companion I Drew It Then I Knew It video art lessons and companion workbooks to 
bring history, science, nature and more to life! 

 Live Lessons, Events and Master Classes 

Live lessons for all ages and Master Classes for artists craving a bit more of a challenge in 
their art lessons. 

 Community 
We truly believe everyone is an artist! Our community is a great place to showcase your 
artists’ work and cheer one another on.  

 
“There are no mistakes in chalk pastel art!” - Nana 
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Also, the Mars Rover built by NASA was named Sojourner in her honor. 
Just think, my artist friends, Sojourner roams the stars now. It really makes 
you think, when you believe in something with all your heart, you become 
iconic. 
 
Thank you for being with me today. I hope you've enjoyed this little bit 
about Sojourner and I want you to remember that You ARE Artists. 
 
Love, Nana. 
 
Thank you for listening, artist friends! Please leave a review and share this 
with a friend. We invite you to join us in the You ARE an Artist Clubhouse 
at ChalkPastel.com where we have over 700 (Yes, 700!) video art lessons. 
We would also love for you to join us on Instagram, Facebook, and more, 
and be sure to tag us when you share photos of your artwork. We cannot 
wait to see. I'll be talking to you again soon.
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